Pseudorabies virus infection of six- and ten-day-old porcine embryos.
Nine susceptible gilts were exposed to pseudorabies virus (PrV) by intrauterine inoculation immediately after breeding. Embryos were collected from each of three gilts on days 3, 6, and 10 following exposure to PrV. The number of embryos collected from each gilt was compared with the number of corpora lutea (CL). On days 6 and 10, there were substantially fewer embryos collected than there were CL. The embryos were examined for the presence of viral particles by electron microscopy. PrV was observed in embryos collected at 6 and 10 days following exposure of the gilts. The fluids used to flush the embryos from the uterus during collection were tested for PrV by virus isolation and direct fluorescent antibody procedures. PrV was isolated from the uterine-flush fluids of one of three gilts at each time of embryo collection.